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hen army officer and %
legislator Mariano Guadalupe)\
Vallejo married Francisca Benicia
Carrillo—daughter of a prominent
San Diego family—in 1832, it was
the start of one of California's most
illustrious families. From their
58-year union came 16 children,
including the first Californio
admitted to West Point, successful
artists and musicians, a noted
surgeon and a well-respected
pillar of Sonoma society. General
Vallejo, who later named the
city of Benicia after his beloved
wife, was instructed in 1835
by Governor José Figueroa to
lay out the pueblo of Sonoma.
Today, Vallejo's design is
essentially intact, and his
Sonoma Plaza remains the
largest in California.

Learn more about the Vallejo and Carrlllo families by Vislting 50(!0!11.! Stare Historle Park,
Monterey State Historic Park and c1|d Town San Imego State Historic Park.
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